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From Financial Aid

Congratulations and welcome!

By this time, most of the entering class has already had an opportunity to meet us in the financial aid office. For those of 
you who have not, we extend this invitation!

Loan Entrance Counseling is required for those of you who will have Stafford Loans and/or Graduate PLUS loans. Many of you 
will have completed Loan Entrance Counseling online or at other schools, which will satisfy the federal requirements. Please 
contact me with any further questions you have about your loans. This is your opportunity to ask questions about your rights 
and responsibilities as well as features of the Federal Family Education Loan Program.

Individual questions of eligibility, etc., are best answered privately. Please feel free to telephone, e-mail, or stop by with your 
concerns. My telephone number is (817) 212-4090, and my e-mail address is dakins@law.txwes.edu. My office is located in 
the admissions office area of the law school. 
 
Now is an excellent time to complete the Loans By Web process, if you have not yet done so. If we have documented your 
attendance at a Loan Entrance Counseling session, we should be able to release Stafford Loan funds beginning on Friday of 
the first week of class.

Doug Akins
Office of Financial Aid
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Business Office

Hours of Operation:
	 Monday - Thursday:  9 a.m. - 6:30 p.m.
	 Friday:  9 a.m. - 5 p.m.

The business office offers the following services:
	
	 •   Payments can be made by check, cash, or credit card. We accept MasterCard, Visa, Discover, and American 	 	
	 Express.

	 •   Credit card payments can be taken over the phone with the following information: credit card number, 	 	
	 payment amount, and expiration date.

	 •   Checks cashed, limit of $20.

	 •   Refund checks.

	 •   Change for vending machines, etc. Vending reimbursements.
	
If you need further assistance, please contact Sherry Zimmerman, student accounts coordinator, at 817-212-4081.
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Parking Regulations

Annual parking permits are required for all students who use the law school parking lots. Each vehicle you use in the lots will 
require a permit. Place the static cling sticker on the driver’s side front windshield, above the state inspection sticker.

Parking in the Texas Wesleyan parking lots is on a first come, first served basis. There is no charge for parking.

Texas Wesleyan parking lot locations:

Student Lot A at 17th and Calhoun
Student Lot C at 14th and Calhoun
Faculty/staff Lot B at 15th and Calhoun (limited student spaces are available)

Student parking in Lot B is restricted as follows:

	 •   Student parking is available between the hours of 6:30 a.m. and midnight, Monday through Friday in any un	 	
	 numbered space on a first come, first served basis.

	 •   Additionally, student parking is available between the hours of 5:30 p.m. and midnight in any numbered space, 		
	 except for spaces 1-12.

	 •   Student parking is available between the hours of 6:30 a.m. and midnight on Saturday and Sunday in any space 	
	 on a first come, first served basis.

Parking violators will be ticketed and fined according to the Texas Wesleyan University School of Law parking policy. Appeals 
may be made in writing within the time indicated on the citation. If the fine is upheld by the Appeals Committee and is 
not paid by the end of the semester during which it was issued, the law school will hold your grades, registration, and your 
diploma until the fine is paid.

You will receive a parking permit during orientation.
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Transportation

Fort Worth Transportation Authority serves the greater Fort Worth metropolitan area. The Fort Worth Transportation 
Authority public transportation system comprises both buses and the Trinity Railway Express. Information on transportation 
costs, routes, and schedules can be found by contacting the transportation authority.
 
	 The T – serves the Fort Worth area
	 http://www.the-t.com/ 

	 Trinity Railway Express – serves Fort Worth, Dallas, and Mid-Cities
	 http://www.trinityrailwayexpress.org/ 

DART (Dallas Area Rapid Transit) serves the greater Dallas metropolitan area. The Dallas Area Rapid Transit public transportation 
system comprises light rail, buses, and the Trinity Railway Express.  Information on transportation costs, routes, and schedules 
can be found by contacting the transportation authority.

	 DART
	 http://www.dart.org/

Texas Wesleyan University School of Law students can take advantage of area public transportation system by purchasing 
a significantly discounted pass through the law school.  For more information or to purchase an annual transportation 
pass, contact the office of admissions or visit the law school cashier’s office.

NEED A RIDE?

Travel Smart - Ride Share - Car Pool – Save Gas

www.Pickupal.com

www.erideshare.com

www.craigslist.com
(search for rideshare – click on your city)

http://www.the-t.com/
http://www.trinityrailwayexpress.org/
http://www.dart.org/
www.Pickupal.com
www.erideshare.com
www.craigslist.com
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Declaration of Intent to Study Law

As a law student you are required to file a Declaration of Intent to Study Law with the Texas Board of Law Examiners if you 
intend to practice law in Texas. Texas Wesleyan does not supply this form. It can be obtained only at:

http://www.ble.state.tx.us/applications/declaration/decl_main.htm

Click first on eFast Direct then on Paper Declaration Form. You must complete and submit your declaration to the Board of 
Law Examiners electronically. Also, print a copy for your records and a copy to mail to the Board of Law Examiners, along 
with the required attachments, the notarized Authorization and Release forms, and fees.

Timely Filing Deadline

October 1 or before…...$190

After October 1….……$340

You will need to familiarize yourself with the Rules Governing Admission to the Bar of Texas, also located at the Board of 
Law Examiners Web site.

Your signature on your Declaration of Intent to Study Law must be notarized. Notaries on staff are:

Student Services: 	 Tammy Hubbard
			   Meghan Walker
			   Julie Edwards
			   Stacie Gonzales
			   Becky Key

Dean’s Office: 		  Rebecca Greenman
			   Deborah Barnett

Academic Affairs: 	 Christina Rodriguez

Student Affairs: 	 Barbara Tsirigotis

Law Clinic: 		  Mireya Torres

Faculty Assistants: 	 Jessica Chavez
			   Doug Thurman

ATTENTION

All Entering Students

Julia Vaughan, executive director of the Board of Law Examiners, will be on hand Monday, August 24 at noon and again at 
5:30 p.m. in the lecture hall to discuss completion and filing of your Declaration of Intent to Study Law. Bring any questions 
you may have and don’t miss this very important meeting.  

http://www.ble.state.tx.us/applications/declaration/decl_main.htm
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Board of Law Examiners
Appointed by the Supreme Court of Texas

A MESSAGE FROM THE TEXAS BOARD OF LAW EXAMINERS TO 
PROSPECTIVE APPLICANTS FOR ADMISSION TO THE BAR OF TEXAS

This is to advise you of certain procedures and requirements that will apply to you if you are admitted to an ABA-approved 
law school in Texas and intend to become licensed to practice law in Texas upon your graduation from that law school.

The Rules Governing Admission to the Bar of Texas (“Rules”) provide that a law student attending an ABA-approved law 
school in Texas who intends to apply for admission to the Bar of Texas must complete and file a form entitled the Decla-
ration of Intention to Study Law (“Declaration”). The timely filing deadline for the Declaration is October 1 for students 
entering law school in the Fall term, May 1 for semester hour Spring entrants, June 1 for quarter hour Spring entrants, and 
September 15 for Summer entrants. You may not file the Declaration until you have started law school. However, these 
deadlines occur within a few weeks of the beginning of your first year of law school, so it is important to consider them 
now while you are planning for law school admission.

The Declaration makes a number of inquiries of the law student completing the form, including inquiries into criminal 
offenses and discipline received as a student. You should carefully review this form and the questions it contains on the 
website of the Texas Board of Law Examiners www.ble.state.tx.us.

Each law student who files a Declaration is also required to submit to the Board a copy of his or her law school applica-
tion. The staff of the Board will compare the responses given on the law school application to the responses given on the 
Declaration, with particular emphasis on the questions relating to criminal offenses and discipline received as a student. 
Please note that the questions asked on the law school application may not be identical to the questions asked on the 
Declaration.

Careful attention must be given to the responses you make on your law school application. The law schools to which you 
apply and the Texas Board of Law Examiners expect your responses to be truthful and complete. When in doubt, disclose. 
The Board will obtain your criminal history information from both the FBI and the Texas Department of Public Safety. 
You will also be required to submit authorization and release forms with your Declaration. These forms will accompany 
requests by the Board to verify your academic, military, employment, and other relevant records. You will be required to 
amend your law school application if it appears to Board staff that you should have revealed a matter on your law school 
application, but did not, or if what you revealed to your law school appears false or misleading in light of the information 
obtained by Board staff.

It will be to your advantage to file your Declaration by the applicable deadlines given above. This is particularly true if 
you have significant matters to reveal. The staff of the Board is able to assist and counsel law students in the resolution of 
many issues during the time the students are in law school; however, students must file the Declaration on time to enable 
the Board staff to provide such assistance. Additionally, if you file your Declaration late, it may result in the delay of your 
licensure.

www.ble.state.tx.us
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The Rules require that an applicant for admission to the Bar of Texas be of present good moral character and fitness. The 
Declaration provides the basis of the staff’s investigation into a Texas law student’s present moral character and fitness.

A law student whose investigation reveals a significant character or fitness issue may be required to appear before a Panel of 
the Board of Law Examiners for a character and fitness hearing. Examples of the kinds of issues that may require a hearing 
include, but are not limited to:

Dishonesty, including non-disclosure of information requested by a law school or the Board; Felony criminal history (see 
Rule IV on the Board’s website for more information about felonies); Significant misdemeanor criminal history; Chemical 
dependency; and Failure to discharge significant financial obligations, including:

	 •  Payment of child-support;
	 •  Filing federal income tax returns and payment of required taxes;
	 •  Failure, in an employment setting, to file withholding taxes for employees; and
	 •  Default in a substantial amount of business or personal debts.

After having read and considered this message, we encourage you to contact Board staff at 512-463-1621 if you need as-
sistance in completing your Declaration or if you have questions about the licensure process. You may also need to contact 
the admissions officials at your law school if you have concerns about your law school application.
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Fingerprinting & Photographing
- REQUIRED-

As a law student, you are required by the Board of Law Examiners to be fingerprinted. Names of all law students who file 
timely Declarations (by October 1 for fall entrants) will be forwarded to the designated fingerprinting service by the Board 
of Law Examiners. The Texas Board of Law Examiners uses IBT for the fingerprinting process. Students who do not file their 
Declaration in a timely manner must make other fingerprinting arrangements through the Board of Law Examiners.  

As a service to our law students, representatives of IBT will be at the law school in early November for fingerprinting. You will 
be notified via e-mail of your assigned day. IBT is able to process only 100 students per day. It is imperative that you appear 
on your assigned date to take advantage of this service. Only students that have filed a timely Declaration will be scheduled 
for fingerprinting at the law school.  

Your Declaration package includes a FAST Print Pass form which you must complete and submit to the law school student 
services office by October 1, 2009. This form can also be found at 

http://www.ble.state.tx.us/fpc/fast_form_0209.pdf

You will be charged $9.95 at the time your fingerprints are taken. You can pay by certified check, money order or personal 
check made payable to “IBT.” CREDIT CARDS AND CASH WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED. 

A photo will also be taken and forwarded to the Texas Department of Public Safety (DPS). If you have a criminal record in 
the State of Texas, the DPS will retain your photo; otherwise, it will be deleted.  

http://www.ble.state.tx.us/fpc/fast_form_0209.pdf
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From Career Services

Dear First-Year Student,

Welcome to Texas Wesleyan University School of Law. We are delighted that you have joined our law school community. In 
the next several years, you will learn the law and its application with the goal of becoming a lawyer. Along with learning how 
to be a lawyer, you must also learn how to find a job in the legal field of your choice. Just as you will attend classes, study, 
become creative, and persist in developing your legal skills, you must also attend seminars, become creative, and persist in 
developing your job search skills. Everyone in the career services office is here to help you do that.

During the first week of November, you will be required to attend a mandatory career services orientation seminar.

During this mandatory orientation seminar, we will provide you with an overview of the job search process, information on 
available resources, and advice on what to do during your first year of law school. After attending the mandatory orientation 
seminar, you are encouraged to schedule a private counseling session. In addition, we will offer seminars throughout the 
year to teach you specific skills and provide you with information covering a variety of topics.

A summary of the services we offer can be found in your Student Programs, Policies & Procedures manual. You can also 
learn more about our office by clicking on the career services tab on the law school’s web site (www.law.txwes.edu). I urge 
you to become acquainted with our office and actively participate in our programs. It will make a real difference in your 
future.

Sincerely,
Arturo Errisuriz
Assistant Dean for Career Services

																              
						    
	

http://www.law.txwes.edu/
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From The Texas Wesleyan Law Review

The members of the Texas Wesleyan Law Review welcome you to Texas Wesleyan University School of Law.

The law review is a student-run organization intended to encourage scholarly criticism and analysis of emerging legal is-
sues. We provide an academic forum for legal scholarship on topics of interest to academicians, legal practitioners, and law 
students. Our primary purpose is to publish one volume of our journal, consisting of at least a fall and spring issue, every 
school year.

An invitation to join the law review represents the highest academic honor attainable in law school. Every accredited law 
school in the United States recognizes a student’s lockstep academic achievements by inviting the top-performing students 
to participate in the publication efforts of that school’s law review. Legal practitioners and scholars throughout the nation 
recognize the value of membership in a law review. You may qualify to join the Texas Wesleyan Law Review by ranking in the 
top of your class upon completion of all 1L lockstep courses.

Membership in the law review demands a significant commitment of time and energy. In meeting this commitment, student 
members significantly improve their research, writing, and editing skills. Students can earn up to six hours of credit over the 
course of their law school careers, receive recognition on the masthead of the publications on which they work, and have
the opportunity to satisfy their rigorous writing requirement. Additionally, a select number of member-authored articles are 
published in every volume of the journal.

We wish you the best of success as you begin your 1L year! Our office is in Room 242; please feel free to stop by to learn more 
about the law review, or for encouragement and advice from our members. We look forward to seeing you all soon!

Sincerely,
Connie Hall
Editor-in-Chief
Texas Wesleyan Law Review
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Law Review Board of Editors

Editor-in-Chief
Connie Hall

Managing Editor
Amber Altemose

Executive Editor
Jodi Bender

Citations Editors
Scott Albers

Catherine Curtis

Marketing Editor
Victoria Branson

Symposium Editor
Amanda Buffington

Technology Editor
Matthew Schoenberger

Web site
   http://law.txwes.edu/LawReview

E-mail
lawreview@law.txwes.edu

  

Articles Editors
Whitney Collins
Gabe Gonzalez

Tabitha Goodwin
Carson Hebert

Neil Irwin
Sean Jain

Jana McGowen
Brian Tyrone

National Conference of Law  
Reviews  

Headquarters Editor
Kevin Henson

Conference Editor
Lyndsey Sage

Associate Editor
Christa Laneri

Notes & Comments Editors
Megan Abens

Tracy Stearns Bush
Karen Judd

Thomas McDonnell
Anne Moberg
LaJoi Murray
Matt Tribolet

Faculty Advisor
Wayne Barnes

http://law.txwes.edu/LawReview/tabid/253/Default.aspx
mailto:lawreview@law.txwes.edu
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